
Distinguishing Among Natural Event, 
Hazard and Disaster 

 

Introduction: There is a tendency for persons to use the terms 

interchangeable or to refer to the same thing. It must however be noted that 

they are actually not the same. We will look further into this!  

There is a hurricane on the eastern coast of Barbados, this is being televised 

to the Jamaican populous. In this context, the hurricane in and of itself is an 

event, the fact that is poses impending threat to Barbados makes it a 

hazard. If or when the hurricane makes impact and Barbados and damaged 

is sustained then we say it is a natural disaster.   

 

 

 


