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To explain traditional rotating credit
associations retained from African
Leammg | enslavement

Qutcomes:  To explain friendly societies, lodges as rotating

credit associations and their use in some West
Indian territories
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EXAMPLE OF STRUCTURE-JAMAICA







WHY JOIN?







" "The pool of funds, having been received by the organiser, is
almost ‘xmmeduteiy distributed to a specific member thus

necessitating no financial management of any group
financial assets” Claremont Kirton

* (an be modified to satisfy the needs of members, with
varied procedures being adopted,

* This arises mainly because the rules and requlations

governing rotating credit associations are usually
established by the members and are easily understood.

* The flexibility and adaptability is rooted in the
organisational autonomy and self-sufficiency.

* Fore.g. The order of the rotation of the pool can change.
The pool or fund may be re-allocated to a member whose

financial circumstances may have become more difficult as a
result of un planned occurrences.




* Perfect synchronisation between the receipt of
funds by members and their expenditure plans
May not always be possible

* Any financial problems experienced by social

groups which comprise membership would
usually affect the entire membership

* Totally dependent on the continuing
participation of members, and defaylt by any
one member could have negative effects on
the entire rotating credit association.

*Reliant on close, ongoing contact between
members.




DEFINITION
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in sickness and misfortunes

their death furnish assistance to their
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" Friendly Societies are voluntary organizations
whose members make stipulated payments
Into a common fund for the mutual benefit of
contributors in time of need occasioned by
sickness or death in the family.” P. 59

* Popular across region in nineteenth to
twentieth century

“Influence of church (Anglican Church) in region

*Number on decline aCross region

*L.P. Fletcher, *“The Decline of Friendly Societies
In Trinidad and Tobago”




‘Independent Order of Oddfellows
*Ancient Order of Foresters

*Independent Order of Good Samaritans and
Daughters of Samaria

* The Loyal Order of Ancient Shepherds (Ashton
Unity)




Friendly,
mutual aid
lodges

!

* Predominant in the 19th and 20th centuries

* Some registered under Friendly Society Act in

respective colony

* Provided:
* Poor relief

* Funeral expenses

* Aid for illness, old age, disability and distress

* Christmas bonus ( money not paid out every
week or month like susu but at end of year)




" Specific occupational groups e.q. Cigarmakers
Friendly and Benevolent Society (Jamaica)

‘Race- Chinese "Chung Far Fucion* (1895) and
Jewish friendly societies

' Burial associations Jamaica Burial Scheme
Society (1903 )

* Parish
* Church

Patrick Bryan, The Jamaican People 1880-1903;
Race, Class and Social ontrol







() insuring money to be paid on the birth of a member's child, or
on the death of 3 member, or for the funeral expenses of the
husband, wife, child, ward, father, mother, brother, sister, uncle,

aunt, nephew or niece of a member, or of such other relation of

the member's family as is wholly or in part dependent upon the
earnings of the member for the ordinary necessaries of life, or of
the widow of a deceased member. A person shall be deemed to be
the child, father, mother, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew,
niece or other relation of the member, notwithstanding that he or

she is not a legitimate rejative of the member.” p. 11

+ The Office of the Registrar, Friendly Societies Division, Ministry of
Labour







RISE AND DECLINE OF FRIENDLY SOCIETIES
IN TRINIDAD

L.P. Fletcher
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THR PANARIA CANAL
APFLATATION FOR PROTOMETAL OHEOK - EMPLOYERS
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Mechanics
Lodge posing for
& group picture
with their
families. About

1912 at Isla
Colon. Part of
the life of the
West Indian
Panamanian







Friendly
Societies:
Barbados

* Weekly payment of 10- 12 pence
* To insure for sick and death benefits.
* 1907-1910- 100 societies established

'1921- 156 312 people covered by 260 societies

1943: The Civic, one of the most popular
friendly societies in Barbados

*Hilary Beckles, Great House Rules: Landless

Emancipation and Workers' Protest in Barbados
1838-1938 p. 180-82




