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PANAFRICANISM 

A line of thought that embraces the importance of the liberation and unification of Africa. 

Represents the complexities of black, political and intellectual thoughts over 200 years. It aims to 

encourage and strengthen bonds of solidarity.  In 1957, Ghana, under the leadership of Kwame 

Nkrumah, became the first independent nation in Sub-Saharan Africa. During the independence 

celebration, on March 6, 1957, Nkrumah proclaimed that “our independence is meaningless 

unless it is linked up with total liberation of the African continent” Nkrumah (1957). 

Consequently, Nkrumah set the nation on a path to sustainable development, Pan-African 

consciousness, and enlightened leadership in the African world. The CPP and Kwame Nkrumah 

created and enhanced institutions that exposed Ghanaians to Pan-African Consciousness. The 

development of a comprehensive formal and non-formal education system provided individuals 

and the nation resources needed to manage their own affairs.
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GHANA PRIOR TO NKRUMAH 

 The Republic of Ghana is named after the Medieval Ghana Empire of West Africa. The 

Actual name of the Empire was Wagadu. Ghana was the title of the Kings who ruled the 

Kingdom. Before March 1957 Ghana was called to the Gold Coast. The Portuguese who came to 

Ghana in the 15
th

 century found so much gold between the rivers Ankobra and Volta, the named 

the place Elmina (the mine). The Gold Coast was later adopted by the English Colonizers. 

 The educated Ghanaians had always been in the fore-front of constructive movements. 

Names that come into mind are – Dr. Aggrey, George Ferguson, John Mensah Sarbah Others like 

king Ghartey IV of Winneba, Otumfuo Osei Agyeman Prernpeh I raised the political 
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consciousness of their subjects. However, movements towards political freedom started soon 

after WWII. 

 

DECOLONISATION IN GHANA 

 Ghana consisted of several regions. The major part was conquered by Akan region. Until 

1933 Britain administered the colony through indirect rule- (leaving administration at a 

local level in the hands of indigenous chiefs and other traditional power structures, such 

as religious leaders, kings, priests, sultans, emirs and new chiefdoms etc. 

 It is important to note that when Ghana achieved independence there were still kingdoms 

like the Ashanti, there were different ethnic groups and religions existing. 

 The context of WWII forced the colonial government into action which to some extent 

overturned the indirect rule. For example the overseas trade became closely regulated 

rather than left in local hands. 

 The intense pressure for the colonies to produce more goods to meet war demands led to 

more direct imperial control over colonial economies at the expense of local rulers. 

 Schemes of Bulk Purchases 

 Colonial Government caused problems of wartime interest. 

 LOCAL PERCEPTIONS- the imposition of income tax and the increase of the rates of 

taxation and import duties. 

 By 1939, the British Policy started to change 

 The Development Projects- new attitude towards colonial Economic and social 

development. 

 Lord Malcom Hailey suggested that self-determination of African colonies was inevitable 

and policies of indirect rule was obsolete. 

 Based on what Lord Hailey said and the consequences of WWII saw the emergence of an 

African Elite class who began to fight for the decolonization process. 

 Lord Hailey suggested that colonial rule should assume a new role as agents of 

developments. Development of colonies required political change. He suggested wide 

African participation in regional councils and administrations. 



 EDUCATED AFRICANS- for Self-government the British needed the assistance of 

educated Africans rather than traditional rural autocracies. 

 At the end of WWII Britain was not the same.  

 British public opinion began to matter 

 The role of the trade unions 

 J.B. Danquah invited Nkrumah to take over leadership of the Party. Nkrumah was 

involved in the Pan-Africanist Movement, studied in the UK. 

 

KWAME NKRUMAH (1909-1972) 

He was involved in the Pan-Africanist Movement in the USA, Caribbean and worldwide. He 

founded a Mass-based party, the Convention People’s Party (CPP) which was launched in 1949, 

and the party sought to convince people to take part in the Independence Movement. Nkrumah 

decided to change the name of the country when he came to power because he saw a lot of 

faction and resistance among the different chiefs. Nkrumah banned ethnic, religious and regional 

parties in an effort to deal with the problems of diversity and the ethnic groups. The fact that he 

made himself lifelong Presidency had deeper implications in terms of understanding relationship 

with power, influence and governance. 

In 1958 the Preventative Detention Act was passed – Nkrumah became more totalitarian and 

threatened. Nkrumah had clear cut ideas but by his methods, there was conflict. He sought unity 

among people of African descent and improvement of their lives. He sought to unify the people 

of African descent. But he promoted African workers being exploited by organizations. 

Even though he was a Pan-Africanist, he believed in Modernization- Industrialization- 

Development. (see Positivists History)Promoted Industry at the expense of Agriculture. He 

believed that citizens would acquire access to jobs and services. Nkrumah’s development 

policies did not follow the improvement of social situations. His stiff resistance from chiefs, 

ethnic groups, elites and religious groups became more and more totalitarian. He had to rely on 

his own parties. He promoted ideas of complete independence and therefore his development 

policies required a lot of spending. 



In addition, because Ghana was the first country to gain independence he spent a lot of time and 

money to help other countries in Africa to fight colonization. He wanted to offer education and 

healthcare to them and this meant spending a lot of money. This led to political discontent. 

The opposition came from within the first party. There were numerous attempts on his life. He 

tried to diversify the economy to make amends in the following ways. During the colonial era, 

Ghana was one of the strongholds of the Atlantic Slave Trade. British Colonials had to develop a 

cash crop so they would voluntarily give up the slave trade. Cocoa was already there, so cocoa 

production was encouraged. Ghana was also one of the major producers of timber, based on this 

wealth Nkrumah built various factories. He was following the example of the Soviet Union. The 

factories however did not work profitably. 

Even the Volta River Project was not a nationalistic Project because of Western Financial 

Assistance in terms of loans. The US based Volta Aluminum Company owned the Dam.  

As a result of projects such as these, Ghana under Nkrumah went downhill, economically and 

socially. Nkrumah’s authoritarian, one party system was failing, corruption was ripe and there 

were numerous cases of human rights violations. When Nkrumah raised Taxes, this led to even 

more resistance. When he was ousted, Ghana was completely destroyed, facing crippling debt. 

This led to the devaluation of currency among other setbacks. 

 

 



  

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 


