
Traditional, Experiential and Scientific 
Knowledge 

Introduction: The knowledge that we gain can be categorised into three 

forms: traditional, experiential and scientific. The notes will explore what 
each are. 

Have you ever wonder where you get your knowledge 

from? 

Traditional Knowledge 

 
According to wipo.int, traditional knowledge is the knowledge, the know-

how, skills and practices that are developed , sustained and passed on 

from one generation to another within a community.   

 

 Experiential Knowledge 

 
As suggested, this form of knowledge is knowledge obtained from an 

experience. It does not necessarily have to be a personal experience, it 



can be one witnessed by you or one experienced by someone else who 

chooses to share it with you.  

 

Scientific knowledge 

 

This is knowledge acquired using scientific methods, that is, research 

and/or observation and testing. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MXLIkk67prY&feature=emb_logo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MXLIkk67prY&feature=emb_logo

