
The Power of Counting:

3 Reasons Why we Need to 
Focus on

Counting in the Early Grades

With Dr. Sue Looney



I am going to show you proven steps to confidently set your students up for success in 
mathematics. By harnessing the power of counting in purposeful ways, your students will 

develop deep number sense and a true understanding of mathematics.



Stay to the very end to learn how to 
get a free rekenrek



Your students lack deep number sense, and you don’t know 
what to do about that.

You might be here today because ...



You want your students to be “good at math” but you aren’t 
sure how to get them there.

You might be here today because ...



You want to engage your students in powerful counting 
experiences, but you aren’t exactly sure what that looks like.

You might be here today because ...



#1 Your students lack deep number sense, and you don’t 
know what to do about that.

#2 You want your students to be “good at math” but you 
aren’t sure how to get them there.

#3 You want to engage your students in powerful counting 
experiences, but you aren’t exactly sure what that looks like.



Whatever your reason is, 
I am here to support you on your journey!
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I believe that ALL students deserve a powerful, joyful, and meaningful experience 
with mathematics.



Can you imagine that your students develop number sense 
that lasts a lifetime? 



Imagine confidently knowing you’ve done everything you can to set your students 
on the right path!

Helping your students develop deep number sense begins with counting, and the 
choices you make early on for them have a profound and lasting impact.



I am going to show you a step by step approach that leads to mathematical 
understanding and deep number sense. 

It begins with harnessing the power of counting.



Why do we need to focus on counting 
in the early grades?



Give them a purpose



Why do we count?



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1_DxFz2DQ03Lwn6-1gcoAz4Bvdmu6FZhe/preview




https://docs.google.com/file/d/1NBo8MgsEfP3bvJ28ilzh8OZAChYFBHpy/preview


Other Tasks ...

Do we have enough …

How long will it take …

How far did that go …

What other ideas do you have?



Share some other ways you can give 
children a purpose for counting. 



Exploring Patterns



DREME Network Anna

https://prek-math-te.stanford.edu/overview/pedagogy-video-clip










These patterns extend to other numbers … 
greater than 100, fractions, decimals, 

negative numbers ...



Using Context



Mathematical Reasoning Begins as early as age 3



Children progress from: 

❏Using actual objects

❏Pictures of the objects

❏Manipulatives to represent actual objects

❏Pictures of manipulatives

❏writing number sentences to match their drawings

❏writing only the number sentence

Progression for Problem Solving



Apples
Nick and Joshua went apple picking. Nick climbed up a tree and 
picked 3 apples. Joshua picked 1 apple. They put their apples 
together in a basket. When they looked into the basket, how 
many apples did they see? Show how you know.







Harness the power of counting in 
purposeful ways.

 





Reason #1: Give them a purpose for 
counting.



Reason #2: Call their attention to patterns. 



Reason #3: Provide Context for Problem 
Solving



Powerful



Confidently set your students up for 
success in mathematics. 

Harnessing the power of counting in 
purposeful ways.

Help your students develop deep number 
sense and a true understanding of 
mathematics.



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1nNqPycagi4KOHDgQGMrl-xTfvrXqifWv/preview


Can you imagine YOUR students bursting 
with confidence? I can! 



Are you ready to 
build Powerful Problem Solvers??



Join me for



BY THE END OF THE COURSE, 
YOU WILL

have a roadmap for creating 
confident problem solvers in your 
early childhood classroom.

✔

be energized and excited because 
you will know how to build a strong 
foundation in counting to set your 
students up for success.

✔ have proven and powerful tools and 
activities at your fingertips. 

✔



WHAT YOU GET IN THE COURSE
• Part I: Building Foundational Understanding - You’ll develop your toolkit of 

understanding the importance of counting. You’ll learn the language you need to 
describe what you see your kids doing and you’ll learn how to move them forward in 
their journey.

• Part II: Developing your toolkit - You’ll explore topics and concepts in counting from 
small numbers, to larger numbers to problem solving. You’ll learn the most powerful 
activities and tools that you can use with your students immediately.

• Part III: Taking Action - You’ll work with my support to take all of your new learning 
and create an action plan, ensuring that your students become stronger counters and 
stronger problem solvers as a result of the time you spend in the course.

$6,000 VALUE



$6,000

$297



GET STARTED TODAY

3 Month Access
$297

best if you want to dive 
into the content right 

away and start 
implementing. 

12 Month Access
$648

best if you want to use the 
videos throughout the year or 

use the videos to provide 
training for your 
staff/colleagues.

**Payment plans are available
buildmathminds.com/enroll


