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Phagwa or Holi is the festival of colour. Phagwa celebrates the
beginning of Indian Spring and the Hindu New Year. Itisa
festival that is enjoyed by Hindus and non- Hindus in our
country. This year the festival will be observed on Friday 18™
March. In Trinidad and Tobago, Phagwa activities normally take
place on the Sunday before the actual date.

There are several origins of the festival.
One of them is the story of Prahalaad and
Holika. Prahalaad was a young Hindu prince
and a devotee of Lord Vishnu. He refused
to worship his father who was an evil king.
His father tried to kill him because of this.
The king's sister, Holika, was given the task
of destroying Prahalaad. She tried to burn
him. He survived and Holika died instead.
The festival is associated with ideas of
rebirth, renewal, reconciliation and love.
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At our p 1ygrounds
Before the pandemic, there were several places around our country wher
festival would have been observed in a grand way. Here are two places:

Aranguez Recrea‘honal Ground Palmiste Park

A pichkari is a shiny brass instrument, which looks like a large
syringe. It is traditionally used at Phagwa celebrations to squirt

abeer on participants.
Look at other places on page 4!



Word Family - ‘ig’

Infant 1

Colour the circles.

Read the sentences.

The big pig can dig.

A big pig in a wig has a fig.

Write 'ig’ in the blank spaces. Read the words.
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Repeating and Non-Repeating patterns
Look at the order of the pictures and numbers and see how they repeat.

o= : o= 2 @ 23——- This part repeats.
I ! | 2 | 1 I 2 |<1 | zS Repeating Patterns

Now, look at the order of the pictures and humbers below.

% 1 2 3 4 5 6 The parts do
not repeat.
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Write repeating or non-repeating in the box next to each pattern below.
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Short U’

Draw lines to match the pictures and words with the short u sound to

the other words. One is done for you.

up

aunt and uncle

umbrella I
up
o®
uncle
unhappy
under ‘!!
umbrella

unhappy
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ugly duckling

ugly
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under the table

Making a Picture Chart

Remember! An object chart is made using real objects.

Here is a picture of an object chart

) X To make a picture chart,
that shows the favourite fruits of 8

you replace each of the

children. - . . :
Favourite Fruits j‘> real objects with a picture

or drawing of the object.
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apple banana
watermelon pineapple
Here is the picture chart.
Favourite Fruits Answer these questions on the

picture chart.

1. How many children chose banana as
their favourite fruit?

2.Which fruits did the same number
of children choose as their
favourite?

3.Two more children said their
favourite fruit is watermelon. Use
drawings to show this on the

picture chart.
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'sh’ words Infant 2 Pictographs
Put the correct word under each picture. The items bought at the supermarket are shown below.
shake shark shave Using to represent 1 item, draw the pictograph to show the
sheep shelf shell number of items for each kind. Milk has been done as an example.
ship shirt shop
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Read the sentences. i

Shane shaves and puts on his shirt and shoes.
He shakes hands with Sham on the ship.

Comprehension

Sam and Jenny's Picnic

1. What is Jenny eating?

2. Why do they need the cloth?

3. Name two things that you would include in the picture to
show where this picnic is taking place. Draw them in the
picture.

4. What food would you prefer to eat and drink at a picnic?
Draw them in the picture.
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Items bought at the supermarket

represents ONE (1) item




Phagwa-Places of CeleBration
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At our homes

Some people prefer to celebrate Phagwa in small groups at home
with family and friends.

AT ou .chools

WNe Bean Hindu Schogq,_

Phagwa.

The most popular Phagwa song, 'Holi Khele Raghubeera,’ can
be heard throughout the day

We belong to a multicultural society with different
people and religions. Even though we may not
"0 belong fo a particular religion, it is important to
| show appreciation for all the festivals we
| celebrate in our country including Phagwa or Holi.

Let us join our Hindu brothers and sisters and

show appreciation for the festival of Phagwa!!

We acknowledge the continued
support of our friends and family in
making this initiative a successful
one. We also thank them for their
giving nature.

Activity

Phagwa Craf+t

Materials required:
1. Old newspaper
2. Different colours of poster paints or abeer powder
3. Blank cut-out provided below
4. Paint brushes or you can use your fingers

Place some old newspaper on your work surface. Position the cut-out on
your surface. Dip you brush (or fingers) into your poster paints and
flick the paint onto the cut-out or sprinkle the abeer powder. The
motion of the brush or fingers with the paints looks like when abeer is
squirted at Phagwa festivals. Have fun!




