ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS ACTIVITY SHEETS
ENGLISH CONCORD

Curriculum Topic: English Grammar

Teaching Point: Agreement of Subject and Verb in Texts (Standard One)

%ver the next few days, we will explore a simple grammar idea- Subject and Verb
Agreement- and you will decide if English Language Arts can be fun for students of Standard
One. Let’s go!

What do you notice about the actions of the characters below?

2
'ﬂ/i\)’a

Yes! The boys are shaking hands (agreeing) but the girls are not. From their signs, you can
tell that they have different opinions! The girls are not in agreement.

Agreement is always important when you speak or write sentences in English. Your Subjects
and Verbs must agree! There can be no disagreement.

Let’s review this now. K
A simple sentence has different parts, much like you and | have body parts.

Sentence

Subject Predicate

The two very important parts are the Subject and the Verb. These two must always behave
like happy friends. They must work together, for the sentence to make sense.

4 Do you remember how to figure out the Verb of a sentence?
» Look for the word that indicates action- e.g. play, walk, sing, throw, learn
Do you remember how to figure out the Subject of a sentence?
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» Search for the part that is performing the action in the sentence
» Ask the question: Who/What is doing the action?

Let’s look at this example. ‘

Kwesi kicks the football into the goal.
The Verb (action word) is kicks

Who kicks? Kwesi

The Subject of the sentence is ‘Kwesi’ since that word shows who performed the
action of kicking.

Here are more examples. To figure out the Subject of each sentence. Ask the questm

Sentence Verb Subject

(Action word) (Who is performing the action)

The puppies nibble my toes with their teeth. nibble What nibbles?
The puppies
Out the window jumped the scared cat. jumped What jumped?

The scared cat

Sue Lyn practises her dance steps every day. practices Who practises?

Sue Lyn

%tivity 1: Try to figure out which part of each sentence is its Subject, after first finding its Verb.

Sentence Verb Subject

(Action word) (Who is performing the action)

Lovely fishes splash among the lilies in the pond.
Over the treetops appeared the golden moon.

My grandparents practice yoga on evenings.
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Rudra and Ravi swim as competitors on their
school teams.

KEY POINTS TO REMEMBER

&

‘ Some verbs show state.
*You are very clever.

*| am happy to be a child.
*With each question of the
are action quiz, he became brighter!

words! \ //\

Remember also, that when you write your stories or letters or poems, the same thing
applies. The subject and the verb, in each of your sentences, must agree. Your subject is
never to fight with your verb!

What does this mean? K

Not all verbs

Respect the Rule!

The rule of subject-verb agreement is that the verb should agree with the subject in number
and person.
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A singular
subject must
have a
singular verb

A plural
. Subject must
have a plural
verb

Take as long as you like to think about this. Do not go on to the next activity till you are ok.

Activity 2: Read the short news article. Then, try to find all the subjects and verbs that

BREAKING NEWS

ople use
reading in every country around the world(.):heers -
S .
hF;nd sanitizers and masks as protectlon.. Ot oatth
inistry
i i and water. The Mini '
their hands with soap el
advises everyone to stay at home. Prac

distancing so Yyou 1| be safe. People who travel, can
i ing Il safe. ) '

tancing so you Wi : ' "
|sread the virus. The virus is found on cruise sh on
sp o

i s!
airplanes and evenon desks in classroom

R
=

Insert what you find in the boxes for Subjects and Verbs below
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¢ The coronavirus
¢ This ...

¢ Peo
e Oth
* The
* Yo

¢ Peo
*The

; Good! You did your best with that search. Now, let’s return to agreement of subject and
verb.

The rule of subject-verb agreement is that the verb should agree with
the subject in number and person.

* Do you remember what number is?

lln English grammar, Number refers to Singular (one) or Plural (more than

one).

e What does number have to do with agreement of subject and verb?

Remember, if the subject is singular, then the verb must be singular.
> She enjoys her chocolate lolly.
Similarly, if the subject is plural, then the verb must be plural.

» They enjoy their fruit lollies.
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Singular Plural

She They
Enjoys Enjoy
Her Their
Lolly Lollies

4 Activity 3: The Numbers Game- Singular or Plural

Read the funny poem, Humbug and then list the Subject and Verbs according to number.
Which are Singular and which Plural? I’ve done the first for you as examples.

- Humbug

I jump as fast as a frog
‘ He leaps as long as a log
She shuffles slowly in her clogs,
But...
You, my lovebug, | give many hugs!

On this rather windy day.

e —

The branches swing noisily,
As birds dart by happily
And cotton-candy clouds float lazily.
Yet you, my lovebug, ignore my hugs.
I no longer will tolerate your shrugs.

What a humbug!
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April 2020

Singular Subjects with
Singular Verbs

e.g. ljump

Humblug}

I jump as fast as a frog
He leaps as long as a log
She shuffles slowly in her clogs,
But...
You, my lovebug, | give many hugs!
On this rather windy day.

The branches swing noisily,
As birds dart by happily
And cotton-candy clouds float lazily.

Yet you, my lovebug, ignore my hugs.

I no longer will tolerate your shrugs.
What a humbug!

Poem by MM-G April 2020

Plural Subjects with Plural
Verbs

e.g. The branches swing

/

v

Great Job! You’ve completed the activity. Now check the answer key at the end to see if
you got correct. Remember the key points in the post-its below.

Now you are comfortable with these three important grammar points:

v Subject
v" Verb
v Number

Let’s look at one more grammar word
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v" Person

Remember the verb should agree with the subject in number and person. Therefore, the
person of the subject can be one of the following in the sentence:

> 1% person- | (Singular)
> 2" person- You
> 3" person- We, They (Plural)

For example
% 1% person: | hit the ball hard.
< 2" person: You hit the ball with little energy.
< 3" person (Singular): He hits the ball over the boundary, like a professional.

>

R/
*

3" person (Plural): They hit the ball with such force, that even bowlers get scared.

D)

; You will do more of this when you get older, so, don’t worry about it!

‘ Activity 4: Practise your writing now. Remember to respect the rule of subject-verb
agreement, by applying it as you write.

Whether you write a story or letter or poem, the subjects and the verbs, in each of your
sentences, must agree in number and person!
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You can write in this box.

R

When you are finished writing, check your work to ensure all subjects and verbs agree
in number and person!

Make sure your singular subjects have singular verbs and

Plural subjects have plural verbs.

% Use this Answer Key to check your work %
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Activity 1: Try to figure out which part of each sentence is its Subject, after first finding its Verb.

Sentence

Verb

Subject

(Action word) (Who is performing the action)

Lovely fishes splash among the lilies in the pond. splash Lovely fishes
Over the treetops appeared the golden moon. appeared the golden moon
My grandparents practise yoga on evenings. practise My grandparents
Rudra and Ravi swim as competitors on their swim Rudra and Ravi
school teams.

Activity 2: Read the short news article. Then, try to find all the subjects and verbs that
agree. Insert what you find in the news above, in the boxes for Subjects and Verbs below.

¢ The coronavirus
¢ This disease

* People

e Others

e The Ministry of Health
e You

* People

e The virus

°is

® use

e wash

e advises
o will be
e can

°is

Activity 3: The Numbers Game- Singular or Plural |l s

Read the funny poem, Humbug and then list the Subject & Verbs according to number.

Which are Singular and which Plural?
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Singular Subjects with H Humbug Plural Subjects with Plural
Singular Verbs Verbs
He leaps < | They jumpas fast as frogs They jump
T He leaps as long as a log

She shuffles «—— She shuffles slowly in her clogs, The branches swing

But...
| give ‘_// You, my lovebug, igive many h

On this rather win ay.

Birds dart

d
/

Itis

The branches swj oisily,
Vou As birds-dart by ha;)p(il;/
ou :gno;e\ And cotton-candy cloudsfloat lazily.

Yet you, my lovebug, ignore my hugs.
I no longer will tolerate your shrugs.

What a humbug!
April 2020

- Cotton-candy clouds float

Mivity 4: Practise your writing now. Remember to respect the rule of subject-verb
agreement, by applying it as you write.

Write whatever you are interested in.

Whether you write a story or letter or poem, the subjects and the verbs, in each of your
sentences, must agree in number and person!

Enjoy connecting what you learn in English grammar, to your own writing! And keep on
writing for fun.
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